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I am CDR Nichole Chamberlain and have served over 16 years active duty with the United States Public Health Service (USPHS) as a nurse.  I currently work as a Senior Regulatory Officer for the Division of Bioresearch Monitoring within CDRH and am responsible for evaluating inspection reports in compliance specific to human subject protections and data integrity.  Previous positions within other HHS agencies: NIH, HRSA, and PSC.  Training, skills and experience consist of: critical care nursing in biomedical research involving hematology & bone marrow transplants; peer review for health grants for the medically underserved; vaccine injury compensation; trainer for national FDA relate courses in bioresearch monitoring and biologics; and disability retirements for active duty service members in the USPHS.  Volunteer work involves practice as a nurse practitioner in a community clinic. USPHS activities include service on RDF 2 Tier 1 team, Co-leader for the NPAC Readiness and Response subcommittee, Contributor for the Federal PHS Nursing News and reviewer for HRSA Countermeasures program.

My most challenging nursing experience was caring for hematology/bone marrow transplant patients on a research oncology unit.  The patients under our care had terminal conditions that were either recalcitrant to traditional therapies or untreatable with available therapies.  It was always hard losing a patient after several months or years of hopeful treatment.  This loss always left a void and sensing the grief and pain of the family was difficult.
My most rewarding nursing experience was on the same hematology/bone marrow transplant research oncology unit.  What an elating experience when patients who had experienced the dregs of therapy were discharge and in remission from an otherwise terminal illness.  It was rewarding to be a part of the cure and see families reunited.  What a gift to be given a second chance at life.

