
Nursing Professional Advisory Committee 
U.S. Public Health Service 

 
    
I. Introduction of Members in Attendance 
 
 

N-PAC Voting Membership 
 

Rank Last Name First Name Agency Term Attendance 

CDR Gordon Veronica AT LARGE Oct 09 – Sep 12 Excused 
CAPT Hogan Lisa BOP Oct 09 – Sep 12 Absent 
CDR Knight Nicole BOP Oct 11 – Sep 14 Present 
CDR Armes Shawn BOP Oct 10 – Sep 13 Excused 
CDR Ridenour Marilyn CDC Oct 09 – Sep 12 Present 
LCDR Krishnan Malini CMS Oct 09 – Sep 12 Absent 
LCDR Egwim Linda DHS Oct 11 – Sep 14 Present 
CDR Norberg David DHS Oct 11 – Sep 14 Present 
LCDR Brooks Mary FDA Oct 11 – Sep 14 Present 
CDR Li Mei-Ying FDA Oct 09 – Sep 12 Present 
CDR Chestnut Wanda HRSA Oct 10 – Sep 13 Present 
CDR Bartgis Bryen IHS Oct 09 – Sep 12 Present 
CDR Webb Amy IHS Oct 08 – Sep 11 Absent 
CDR Cross David IHS Oct 11 -  Sep 14 Absent 
LCDR Mather Judith IHS Oct 11 – Sep 14 Present 
LCDR Saligan Leorey NIH Oct 10 – Sep 13 Present 
LCDR Wehrlen Leslie NIH Oct 10 – Sep 13 Present 
CAPT Orsega Susan NIH/NPAC Chair  Oct 11 – Sep 12 Present 
LT McBryde Stacey OS Oct 11 -  Sep 14 Present 
CDR Haynes-Battle Josefine SAMHSA Oct 10 – Sep 13 Present 
CDR  Burns Darin USMS Apr 10-  Sep 13 Present 

EX-OFFICIO 
RADM Nesseler Kerry HRSA/CNO  Nov 09– Sep 13  Excused 
CDR Pryor Thomas HRSA / Past Chair    Oct 10 – Sep 11 Absent 
CDR Gordon Veronica Chair Elect Oct 12 – Sep 13 Excused 
CDR Hunter-Thomas Serina Executive Secretary Oct 11 – Sep 12 Present 
CDR Reyes Madelyn Executive Sec-Elect Oct 12 – Sep 13 Excused 
LCDR Hardin Joshua Operations Liaison Mar 08 – Sep 11 Absent 

LIASIONS  

CDR Larkin Sue Liaison, FedNA  N/A 
LCDR Magnotta David Nurse Category CAM  N/A 
CDR Anita Pollard COA Nurse Representative  N/A 
CAPT Collins Amy Nurse Cat. Couns. Prog.  N/A 
CDR McGuire Moira Nurse History Co-Chair  N/A 



N-PAC May 2012 MINUTES                                                                                     

Transcribed by CDR Serina Hunter-Thomas 
Executive Secretary 
 

- 2 - 

CAPT Elenberg Kimberly OFRD Rep  N/A 
LCDR Arceneaux Janice JOAG Rep  N/A 

 
SUBCOMMITTEE CO-CHAIRS 

 
Rank Last Name First Name Subcommittee   Attendance 

CDR 
LCDR 

Skelton 
Krishnan 

Heather 
Malini 

Awards Present 

CDR 
LT  

Webb 
McBryde 

Amy Beth 
Stacey 

Communications Absent 

CDR 
CDR 

Li 
Ridenour 

Mei-Ying 
Marilyn 

Career 
Development 

Present 

LCDR 
LCDR 

Adams-McLean 
Wehrlen 

Allison 
Leslie 

Events Present 

CDR 
LCDR 

Burns 
Saligan 

Darin  
Leorey 

Readiness and 
Response  

Present 

LCDR 
LCDR 

Bevans 
Brooks 

Margaret 
Mary 

Resource Reach Present 

CDR 
CDR 

Haynes-Battle 
Bartgis 

Josephine 
Bryen 

Recruitment Present 

 
 
II. Acceptance of Minutes  

 
April 2012 General Meeting Minutes have been accepted are pending posting to the NPAC 
Website. 

 
III. Chief Nurse Officer Report – RADM Kerry Nesseler  
 
Good Afternoon everyone!  I am sorry I am not able to attend the May NPAC meeting as I am 
currently on travel to attend the WHO Global Forum for Government Chief Nursing and 
Midwifery Officers (GCNMO) meeting and the Fourth TRIAD Meeting for Nursing.  The theme 
is “Strengthening the role of nursing and midwifery in Non-communicable Diseases (NCDs) 
prevention, treatment and care.” These two meetings occur every other year just before the WHO 
World Health Assembly.   
  
I want to thank all the BOP Nurse presenters for their work in caring for the vulnerable and 
underserved populations. A big shout out to CAPT Michelle Dunwoody and BOP for allowing us 
to utilize their facility to hold this month’s NPAC meeting and the BOP Nurses for coordinating 
this meeting. 
 
The 21st Annual U.S. Public Health Service (USPHS) Nursing Recognition Day (NRD) 
Conference took place on Friday, 4 May 2012, and was a great success.  We had the pleasure of an 
opening session lead by RADM Boris Lushniak, our Deputy Surgeon General, and we thank him 
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for his heartfelt, inspiring and warm opening remarks and for celebrating Nursing Recognition 
Day with us all! 
 
I want to congratulate both LCDR Leslie Wehrlen and LCDR Allison Adams-McLean and their 
team on a job well done in organizing and leading the USPHS Nursing Recognition Day.  The 
event was well attended with over 190 nurses registered.   In recognition of National Nurses 
Week, I also want to take this opportunity to thank you and all the nurses for their service every 
day in providing quality health care to the peoples of our great Nation.  
 
Upcoming Events: 
Please save the date: the second Nursing All-Hands Meeting will be held on 13 June 2012 in San 
Diego, California.  The dial-in information, time and location will be announced soon.  Many 
thanks to CAPT Celissa Stephens and CAPT Regena Dale for assisting in the coordination of this 
event.  This All-Hands Meeting will be held at the same time as the 2012 Nurse Leaders in Native 
Care Conference (NLiNC), which is scheduled to take place from 12-15 June 2012 in San Diego, 
California.   
 
The 2012 USPHS Scientific and Training Symposium will be held 19-21 June 2012 at the 
University of Maryland, College Park, in the Washington, DC metropolitan area.  The theme for 
the conference is "Prevention Strategies for a Healthy Nation: Building on the Basics of Public 
Health." 
 
PHS Music Ensemble will perform a concert at the National WWII Memorial in Washington, DC, 
23 June, 2012 from 6:30 – 7:30 PM to honor the memories of the Greatest Generation in song as 
they present music of the era, a tribute to Veterans, and a patriotic celebration in honor of the 
Uniformed Services. 
I’m sharing the excellent news that the ANA Board of Directors will induct RADM Faye Abdellah 
(Ret.), into its Hall of Fame.  This award was created to recognize the lifelong commitment of 
individual nurses to the field of nursing and their impact on the health and/or social history of the 
United States.  We are very proud of Faye and her lifetime commitment to the nursing and the 
Public Health Service.  RADM Romano (Ret.) will be accepting her award at the upcoming ANA 
House of Delegates in June of this year.  
 
The United States Public Health Service would like to announce that RADM Clara Cobb has been 
selected as 2012 New Fellow in the American Academy of Nursing (FAAN).  Congratulations 
RADM Cobb! 
 
Thank you for your continual service and leadership in creating a healthier world. 
 
 
IV. N-PAC Chair Report -  CAPT Susan Orsega 
 
My continued strategy for the NPAC is one of “Renewal, Re-tool and reinvigorate”. I encourage 
all to come to the meeting.  I would like to give a special thank you to those who were able to 
come in today to the BOP.    
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Happy Belated Nurse's Week.  Even though the 2012 Nurse Week theme is inspiring, I thought I 
would scan a few years back to identify a most fitting one reflecting who we are in the PHS and 
the work we do within and outside HHS.  In 2009, the ANA Nurses week theme was Nurses: 
Building a Healthy America. The ANA past president during her 2009 term wrote, "This year's 
theme reflects the commitment nurses make every day in building a healthy America for the 
public we serve".   Thank you for serving the N-PAC, the nurse category, and the nation.   

 
NPAC Esprit D 'Corps Results.  Thank you for participating in this survey. It looks like the top 
3 fell out in order NPAC stationary, NPAC Future SG shirt and re-usable bags.  CDR Laurie 
Bernato and her team is involved to address the next steps.  
 
ODU policy and instructions is scheduled for release in June 2012. More information to follow.  
 
Nurse Category display board was finalized, and internet webpage document is at their final 
stages. It will be ready for use at the NRD and COF Category Day. Thanks to all the nurses who 
contributed to the development. 

 
We need pictures (high resolution ones preferred) of our nurses in the various roles that exist in 
the PHS. Please send any pictures to me at sorsega@nih.gov .  I will then send a release form. 
Pictures should not include patients.    
 
Current Corps strength is at 6611 and projected to move past 6800.  Currently 4400 officers have 
been deemed regular corps and officers should be receiving orders. The orders for permanent 
promotion will follow. 1700 Officers are waiting to be processed. 
 
It was another successful OBC! I would like to thank all nurse officers who live in Maryland, 
Virginia and DC who participated in a very important opportunity to provide mentoring to newly 
assigned USPHS nurses.   I had the chance to meet the OBC candidates earlier this week. These 
are an excited, proud group of candidates.. Interested officers should submit your contact 
information along with your CV to Commander Shawn Armes, sarmes@bop.gov. 

 
COF symposium.   CDR Bernetta Lane and her team have been working hard to put together an 
exciting day and we hope you can attend. This year's Theme is:  National Prevention Strategy:  
Nurses Contributing to the Advancement of the of the Nation's Health.  Nurses will hear from 
invited speakers representing diverse settings and agencies who contribute to the advancement of 
the public health of the nation.  http://www.phscofevents.org/index.cfm. CDR Lane can be 
reached for more information at Bernetta.Lane@tma.osd.mil  Nurse Category Day as part of the 
COF will take place on June 21, 2012.  

 
NPAC Booth. N-PAC will have a booth so we can showcase the nurse category and the NPAC 
committee. Please send any comments or corrections to the attached file and 
poster to me by no later than 25 May 2012. We are in need of volunteers.  Should you be 
interested in participating, please contact CDR Laurie Bernato at (Dolores.Bernato@fda.hhs.gov)  

 
To subscribe, unsubscribe or change your options for receiving messages (i.e. on vacation)--:Go 
to: http://list.nih.gov/archives/phsnursing-l.html  
 

mailto:sorsega@nih.gov�
mailto:sarmes@bop.gov�
mailto:Bernetta.Lane@tma.osd.mil�
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If you are subscribed and want to send a message to the list, the message should be sent to 
phsnursing-l@list.nih.gov 
  
 
V. N- PAC Invited guests- BOP Agency Nurses 

This nurse panel will address the nurses during the N-PAC general meeting.  We view this as 
an excellent opportunity for the nurses to learn more about PHS nurse leaders and their 
various roles within the BOP.   The brief vignettes below by far represent a minute portion 
of all the activities in which these nurses are engaged. 
 
LTJG Hannah Kramer, BSN, RN, USP-Hazelton, WV 
LTJG Hannah Kramer currently practices as a Registered Nurse in the BOP.  Her duties include: 
providing sick call services to inmates, perform pill lines to administer psychotropic medication, 
perform nursing appointments such as EKG’s, injections, and responding to emergencies. 
 
Bonnie Kosmicki, Utilization Review Nurse Consultant, Central Office/FMC Rochester, MN 
Mrs. Kosmicki has worked in various capacities for the Bureau of Prisons since 1988 including: 
Staff Nurse, Behavioral Health Nursing Supervisor, Off Shift Nursing Supervisor, Health Systems 
Specialist, Acting AHSA, Quality Manager, and currently Central Office Utilization Review 
Nurse Consultant.  
 
LCDR Heidi Rogers, RN, BSN, MSN-ED, OCN, Oncology Nurse, FMC Butner, NC 
LCDR Rogers is one of three Oncology nurses at FMC Butner who have attained their 
national certification as an Oncology Certified Nurse (OCN).  She is also responsible for 
inserting Peripherally Inserted Central Catheters (PICC) and acts as a point person for 
troubleshooting these special intravenous devices.  
 
LCDR Christine Fallon, NP, FMC Butner, NC 
LCDR Fallon is currently serving as the Senior Nurse Practitioner on an Internal Medicine 
Unit in the Department of Justice, Federal Bureau of Prisons, BOP, and assigned to the 
Federal Medical Center, FCC Butner, North Carolina.  LCDR Fallon is responsible for 
providing care to federally incarcerated inmates with various end stage medical problems 
including cancer, heart disease, liver and kidney disease.   LCDR Fallon is also responsible for 
the care and management of hospice patients in the newly designed Hospice unit at the BOP.  
LCDR Fallon is the Nurse Practitioner representative on the Midlevel Advisory Board 
responsible for developing the BOP’s formalized competencies as well as MLP orientation  
 
Mark Robles, ADON, FMC Carswell, TX 
Mr. Robles currently serves in the role of Assistant Director of Nursing at FMC Carswell.  
Previously duty assignments within the BOP were as a staff nurse, Nurse Manager, and Director 
of Nursing.  Mr. Robles has worked in the BOP for approximately 13 years and as a registered 
nurse.  
 
 
 



N-PAC May 2012 MINUTES                                                                                     

Transcribed by CDR Serina Hunter-Thomas 
Executive Secretary 
 

- 6 - 

CDR Michelle Brown-Stephenson, Regional Nurse Consultant/MAST-SCR, FMC Carswell, 
Fort Worth, TX 
CDR Michelle Brown-Stephenson is the Regional Nurse Consultant/MAST for the South Central 
Region within the Federal Bureau of Prisons (FBOP).  CDR Brown-Stephenson has served at the 
FBOP since 1996.   CDR Brown-Stephenson came aboard and worked as a civilian for one year, 
then chose to become a Commissioned Officer in the United States Public Health Service.  CDR 
Michelle Brown-Stephenson has completed tours of duty in Med/Surg, Behavioral Health, 
Ambulatory Care, and General Population Pill Line.   
 
 
VI. Military Officer Association Presentation- CDR Darin Burns  

“Storming the Hill” 

Storming the Hill - 
CDR Burns.pptx

 

VII. Current N-PAC Projects – Updates 
 

a. COF Training Symposium 2012- Update- CDR Bernetta Lane 
 

The 2012 USPHS Scientific and Training Symposium will be held 19-21 June 2012 
at the University of Maryland, College Park, in the Washington, DC metropolitan 
area.  The theme for the conference is "Prevention Strategies for a Healthy 
Nation: Building on the Basics of Public Health." 
 
The Nurse Category Day will be on Thursday, June 21, 2012.  The theme is “National 
Prevention Strategy:  Nurses Contributing to the Advancement of the Nation’s 
Health”. 
 
The deadline for registration is June 5, 2012.  There will be no on-site registration. 
 
The prescribed uniform for the conference is working uniform (Summer White, 
Service Khaki, Service Dress Blue).  The uniform for the Anchor & Caduceus Dinner 
on Tuesday evening, June 19 is Service Dress Blue  
 
The agenda for Category Day has been finalized to include interactive round table 
discussions regarding the National Prevention Strategy. 
 
A preconference Session will include a Nursing Skills Lab Training Session on 
Tuesday, June 19 8:30 am – 12:30 pm.  The cost is $25 and registration is available on 
the COA website.  
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NPAC Mentor Training session will be on Tuesday, June 19 from 10 AM – 11 AM in 
the Stamp Student Union Atrium room.  For reservations contact CDR Claire Karlson 
at claire.karlson@fda.hhs.gov or 301-796-6654           
 
 

b. N-PAC Esprit de Corps Booth volunteers- CDR Laurie Bernato 
(Please see the N-PAC Chair portion of the minutes) 

 
c. N-PAC Career Development- Professional timeline- CDR Mei-Ying Li, NPAC 

Career Development  
 
CDR Li thanked N-PAC for the opportunity to present the latest version of the PHS 
CC Nurses Career Development Quick Reference and commanded the job well done 
to CDR Lisa Lawrence, CDR Janet Mehring and CDR Anna Bryant, as well as those 
officers who provided us their comments and suggestions during the time the revision. 

 
Over view to the Timeline Chart: the purpose of this creation was to find a tool that 
serves as a quick reference in terms of career development for nurse officers. I believe 
the chart was created in 2005 by the members of the career development 
subcommittee, which was under the leadership of CAPT Amy Anderson. So, the 
much credit should go to those officers who created the chart.  

 
The main difference from before and after revision is the references that we added 
onto the original one in the parenthesis and links at the bottom of this chart. 

 
The Chart includes seven elements/bars: Administrative Responsibilities, Billet, 
Physical Examinations, Professional Credentials, Agency Performance Standards, 
Agency role, Officer Training, Readiness Standards, Category Benchmarks, 
Professional Tracks, and Retirement Planning.  

 
Each one is imperative to officer's career track, especially for those newly 
commissioned officers who are willing to learn more in depth about career 
development in the Corps. Each bar is color coded and self explanatory. In parenthesis 
under each bar, there is a specific reference where user can find detail information. In 
addition, there are seven useful reference links and a quick note at the bottom of this 
Chart to further guide users as well. 
 

 
VIII. Nurse Ideas, Knowledge Innovator Recognition, and Information Sharing – All 
 

Resource REACH Subcommittee - LCDR Brooks – AMSUS 

The 118th AMSUS meeting will be 11-16 November 2012 in Phoenix, AZ. There are two 
categories of abstracts for poster presentations that will be considered: Nursing Research 
and Federal Nursing Service.  Nursing Research is targeting studies that are lead by a nurse 
or where a nurse(s) play a role in the research with the team. The Federal Nursing Service 

mailto:claire.karlson@fda.hhs.gov�
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category focuses on best practices and/projects that help to build evidence for best practice 
in a specific area/specialty.  The scope is Federal nursing; it is not limited to military 
nursing. 

The poster guidelines will be posted soon on the AMSUS web site and the deadline is to be 
extended until July 15th. 

If you have a project (research or EBP/best practice) that you are interesting in submitting, 
TIPS on developing an abstract will also be on the AMSUS web site (along with the 
guidelines) AND materials will soon be available on the Resource REACH web site to also 
help.  

  
IX. Next Meeting – Friday, June 15, 2012 at the Parklawn Building – EPCO Conference 

Room 


	CDR
	CAPT
	CDR 
	CDR
	CDR

