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I. Introduction of Members in Attendance 

 

 

N-PAC Voting Membership 

 

Rank Last Name First Name Agency Term Attendance 

CDR Gordon Veronica AT LARGE Oct 09 – Sep 12 Present 

CAPT Hogan Lisa BOP Oct 09 – Sep 12 Present 

CDR Knight Nicole BOP Oct 11 – Sep 14 Absent 

CDR Armes Shawn BOP Oct 10 – Sep 13 Present 

CDR Ridenour Marilyn CDC Oct 09 – Sep 12 Present 

LCDR Krishnan Malini CMS Oct 09 – Sep 12 Present 

LCDR Egwim Linda DHS Oct 11 – Sep 14 Present 

CDR Norberg David DHS Oct 11 – Sep 14 Absent 

LCDR Brooks Mary FDA Oct 11 – Sep 14 Present 

CDR Li Mei-Ying FDA Oct 09 – Sep 12 Present 

CDR Chestnut Wanda HRSA Oct 10 – Sep 13 Excused* 

CDR Bartgis Bryen IHS Oct 09 – Sep 12 Present 

CDR Webb Amy IHS Oct 08 – Sep 11 Present 

CDR Cross David IHS Oct 11 -  Sep 14 Present 

LCDR Mather Judith IHS Oct 11 – Sep 14 Present 

LCDR Saligan Leorey NIH Oct 10 – Sep 13 Excused* 

LCDR Wehrlen Leslie NIH Oct 10 – Sep 13 Present 

CAPT Orsega Susan NIH/NPAC Chair  Oct 11 – Sep 12 Present 

LT McBryde Stacey OS Oct 11 -  Sep 14 Excused* 

CDR Haynes-Battle Josefine SAMHSA Oct 10 – Sep 13 Present 

CDR  Burns Darin USMS Apr 10-  Sep 13 Present 

EX-OFFICIO 

RADM Nesseler Kerry HRSA/CNO  Nov 09– Sep 13  Present 

CDR Pryor Thomas HRSA / Past Chair    Oct 10 – Sep 11 Absent 

CDR Gordon Veronica Chair Elect Oct 12 – Sep 13 Present 

CDR Hunter-Thomas Serina Executive Secretary Oct 11 – Sep 12 Excused 

CDR Reyes Madelyn Executive Sec-Elect Oct 12 – Sep 13 Present 

LCDR Hardin Joshua Operations Liaison Mar 08 – Sep 11 Present 

LIASIONS  

CDR Larkin Sue Liaison, FedNA  N/A 

LCDR Magnotta David Nurse Category CAM  N/A 

CDR Anita Pollard COA Nurse Representative  N/A 

CAPT Collins Amy Nurse Cat. Couns. Prog.  N/A 

CDR McGuire Moira Nurse History Co-Chair  N/A 
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CAPT Elenberg Kimberly OFRD Rep  N/A 

LCDR Arceneaux Janice JOAG Rep  N/A 

 

SUBCOMMITTEE CO-CHAIRS 

 

Rank Last Name First Name Subcommittee   Attendance 

CDR 

LCDR 

Skelton 

Krishnan 

Heather 

Malini 

Awards Present 

CDR 

LT  

Webb 

McBryde 

Amy Beth 

Stacey 

Communications Present 

 

CDR 

CDR 

Li 

Ridenour 

Mei-Ying 

Marilyn 

Career 

Development 

Present 

 

LCDR 

LCDR 

Adams-McLean 

Wehrlen 

Allison 

Leslie 

Events Absent 

CDR 

LCDR 

Burns 

Saligan 

Darin  

Leorey 

Readiness and 

Response  

Present 

 

LCDR 

LCDR 

Bevans 

Brooks 

Margaret 

Mary 

Resource Reach Present 

CDR 

CDR 

Haynes-Battle 

Bartgis 

Josephine 

Bryen 

Recruitment Present 

 

 

II. Acceptance of Minutes  

May General Meeting Minutes have been accepted and posted to the NPAC Website. 
 

III. Chief Nurse Officer Report – RADM Kerry Nesseler  

 
Good morning/afternoon everyone!  I am pleased to be here today and able to attend the 

June NPAC meeting.   Reviewing the agenda, it looks like we have an eventful afternoon  

and I look forward to the Lunch and Learn presentation on Nursing Research by our 7
th

 

USPHS Chief Nurse Officer, a colleague and dear friend of mine, RADM Mary Pat Couig 

(Ret.). 

 

Sorry to have missed the May NPAC meeting, but I want to thank CAPT Michelle 

Dunwoody and BOP for allowing us to utilize their facility to conduct the meeting and the 

BOP Nurses for coordinating the meeting. 

 

The 2012 Nurse Leaders in Native Care Conference (NLiNC) took place from 12-15 June 

2012 in San Diego, California.  The theme was "Nursing Leadership: Influencing and 

Shaping Healthcare”.  Some major topics included a focus on the IOM Report on the 

Future of Nursing, mental and behavioral health strategies, non-communicable disease 

burden, healthy weight – healthy diet, future of nursing workforce, EHR, Baby Friendly 

Hospitals, nursing leadership, and medical home concepts.  I spoke about the Global 

Burden of Non-Communicable Diseases, National Prevention Strategy, Affordable Care 

Act and Nursing and the Federal Public Health Service Nursing Strategic Plan.   
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Congratulations to all the 2012 NLiNC Award recipients.  In addition congratulations to 

CAPT Celissa Stephens for her appointment as the new IHS Chief Nurse Officer and to 

CAPT Regena Dale for her outstanding year as Acting IHS Chief Nurse.   CAPT Dale was 

given a PHS nurse lantern for her continual demonstration of leadership and officership.  

 

This year’s second Nursing All-Hands Meeting for FY 2012 took place on 13 June 2012 in 

San Diego, California in conjunction with the NLiNC meeting.  The meeting was well-

attended and many thanks to CAPTs Celissa Stephens, Regena Dale, and other IHS Nurses 

for assisting in the coordination and logistic of this event. 

 

I’m sharing the fabulous news that the ANA Board of Directors will induct two PHS 

nurses this year into its Hall of Fame!  This award was created to recognize the lifelong 

commitment of individual nurses to the field of nursing and their impact on the health 

and/or social history of the United States.  We are very proud of Rear Admiral (RADM) 

Faye Abdellah (Ret.), PHS Chief Nurse Officer and Deputy Surgeon General, and her 

lifetime commitment to the nursing and the Public Health Service.  RADM Romano (Ret.) 

will be accepting her award at the upcoming ANA House of Delegates in June of this year.   

 

In addition, Captain (CAPT) Mary Lee Mills, 1912-2010, “trail blazer extraordinaire” 

will be inducted into the ANA Hall of Fame.  According to Dr. Phoebe Politte, “One of the 

most inspiring yet little known life stories of a minority nursing pioneer is that of USPHS 

nurse Mary Lee Mills, MSN, RN, MPH, CNM”.  And, ‘Johnetta’ blogs, “CAPT Mills was 

an advanced practice nurse midwife who stood the test of time.  She was born in 1912 and 

raised in a rural area outside Watha, in North Carolina. She started from poor beginnings 

and went on to achieve international acclaim as an African American nurse while 

providing health care, education, and inspiration to the people she met. In 1946 she became 

a commissioned officer in the USPHS.  In addition to her determination, CAPT Mills was 

adamant about her own health and the health of people on a global basis-transcultural 

nursing at its best.  Her language fluency included Arabic, French, Cambodian, and 

African dialects.  As an officer she served in Liberia, West Africa and Beirut, Lebanon, in 

January 1952.  In addition she provided health education, nursing care and midwifery 

services to South Vietnamese, Cambodian, and Chad families and individuals.   

Upcoming Events: 

Please save the date:  

 

The 2012 USPHS Scientific and Training Symposium will be held 19-21 June 2012 at 

the University of Maryland, College Park, in the Washington, DC metropolitan area.  The 

theme for the conference is "Prevention Strategies for a Healthy Nation: Building on 

the Basics of Public Health." 
 

The PHS Music Ensemble will perform a concert at the National WWII Memorial in 

Washington, DC, 23 June 2012, from 6:30 – 7:30 PM to honor the memories of the 
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Greatest Generation in song as they present music of the era, a tribute to Veterans, and a 

patriotic celebration in honor of the Uniformed Services. 

 

Congratulations to RADM Ann Knebel on her retirement after twenty years of exemplary 

career with the USPHS.  Join me in saluting her leadership and wishing her all the best 

with her new position as the Deputy Director of National Institute of Nursing Research, on 

her future endeavors and fair winds and following seas!  RADM Knebel’s retirement 

ceremony will take place on Friday, 29 June at 10 am, Cohen Auditorium – 1
st
 Floor, 300 

Independence Ave SW, Washington, DC.  The auditorium is located across from the 

Hubert H. Humphrey Building. 

 

Congratulations to CAPT Robert DeMartino, MD who was selected as our new PHS 

Chief of Staff on 11 June 2012.  He will assume his new position on 1 July 2012.  “CAPT 

DeMartino is currently the Director, Behavioral Medicine Division in the Office of the 

Chief Medical Officer, Office of the Assistant Secretary of Defense for Health Affairs, 

Department of Defense (DoD). He is a physician trained in both internal medicine and 

psychiatry. In addition to his great enthusiasm and professional demeanor, he brings a skill 

set that will benefit the commissioned corps tremendously.” 

 

As you are aware, June is usually the timeframe when promotion results are announced.  I 

anticipate the results to be released shortly, so please be patient and I look forward to 

attending in the upcoming promotion ceremonies organized by the different agencies.   

 

Thank you for your continual service and leadership in creating a healthier world. 

 

Happy Father’s Day to all the PHS Nurses that have the dual role and honor of 

fatherhood!  I hope you have a joyous and relaxing day on Sunday with family and 

friends.   

 

 

IV. N-PAC Invited Guest Lunch and Learn Presentation:  Nursing Research 

Presented by Mary Pat Couig, MPH, RN, FAAN 

RADM, USPHS (Ret.) 

 

RADM Mary Pat Couig completed her active duty career in the US Public Health Service 

(PHS) as an Assistant Surgeon General and the Chief Professional Officer for the Nurse 

Category.  As a Senior Health Care Executive she developed policy and provided 

leadership to both the Commissioned Corps and Civil Service nurses in the PHS.  She 

worked closely with the Office of the Surgeon General and senior leadership in the 

Department of Health and Human Services, and was actively engaged in the development 

and implementation of national and global public health initiatives.  Currently she is 

currently a Program Manager/Emergency Management, for the Office of Nursing Services, 

Department of Veterans Affairs.  

 

During her PHS career she was a member of the Federal Nursing Services Council, 

comprised of the nurse directors of the Air Force, Army, Navy, PHS, Veteran’s Health 
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Administration and the American Red Cross.  From December 2000 until October 2005 

her collaborative efforts with the Federal Nursing Services Council and local, state, 

national and international colleagues focused on strengthening nursing’s role and 

preparation for public health preparedness.  The Secretary of Health and Human Services 

appointed her as the lead for the Secretary's Emergency Response Team for Emergency 

Support Function #8, Public Health and Medical, during Hurricane Rita in 2005. 

 

RADM Couig received her BSN from Fitchburg State College in Fitchburg, MA and her 

Master’s in Public Health from Johns Hopkins School of Hygiene and Public Health, 

Baltimore, MD.  She is a doctoral candidate in the Graduate School of Nursing at the 

Uniformed Services University of the Health Sciences in Bethesda, MD. 

 

 

 

V. N-PAC Chair Report -  CAPT Susan Orsega 

June marks the beginning of the Atlantic hurricane season which is from June 1 to 

November 30.  In recognition of the season, please consider informing your supervisor of 

your on-call month.  If you are assigned to a RDF or other tier team, please remind/inform 

them of your responsibilities, and review the go-bag and readiness criteria.  

CDR Webb is leading the strategy for the implementation of the PHS Federal Nursing 

Strategic plan under the direction of RADM Nesseler. These teams that have been making 

significant progress between meetings, especially the needs assessment tool workgroup.  A 

tool will be coming out next month’s regarding the implementation of the Nursing 

Strategic plan, please consider responding to the survey if you received it—your input is 

invaluable. 

 

Nurse Category Day as part of the COF will take place on June 21, 2012. United States 

Public Health Service (USPHS) Scientific and Training Symposium, June 19-21, 2012, at 

the University of Maryland in College Park, Maryland.  The COF theme is “Prevention 

Strategies for a Healthy Nation: Building on the Basics of Public Health.” The Nurse 

Category theme for this year is:  “National Prevention Strategy:  Nurses Contributing 

to the Advancement of the Nation’s Health.”  The symposium will offer an extensive 

range of continuing education seminars on the latest trends and innovations in public 

health care delivery, administration and research.  The USPHS, Nursing Professional 

Advisory Committee (N-PAC), is planning a dynamic array of topics and speakers, most of 

whom are nursing leaders across the country.  By the end of the day, attendees will have a 

better understanding of public health nursing, national and international issues, and the 

diversity of the profession Nurse Category internet webpage has been updated.  Thank you 

to the Communications Subcommittee and all who supported the development of this 

special day.  

 

Please check out the new look of our website: http://phs-nurse.org.  Next month, the team 

will do a crosswalk so that we can become more familiar with the updates and changes.  
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There are many opportunities to get involved in the N-PAC. We need nurses to be part of 

this exciting team that influences the category. For more information please contact me at:  

sorsega@nih.gov .    

 

It was another successful OBC! I would like to thank all the nurse officers that reside in 

Washington DC metro area who participated in a very important opportunity to provide 

mentoring to newly assigned USPHS nurses.  Interested officers should submit your 

contact information along with your CV to Commander Shawn Armes, sarmes@bop.gov. 

 

The ODU instructions will be out soon and the roll out is targeted for the summer.  The 

phase out for the BDU will be one year from release date of ODU. 

 

To subscribe, unsubscribe or change your options for receiving messages (i.e. on 

vacation)--: Go to: http://list.nih.gov/archives/phsnursing-l.html.  If you are subscribed and 

want to send a message to the list, the message should be sent to:                          

phsnursing-l@list.nih.gov 

 

VI. Current N-PAC Projects – Updates 

 

a. PHS COF Nurse Category Day- CDR Bernetta Lane 

The 2012 USPHS Scientific and Training Symposium will be held 19-21 June 2012 at the 

University of Maryland, College Park, in the Washington, DC metropolitan area.  The 

theme for the conference is "Prevention Strategies for a Healthy Nation: Building on 

the Basics of Public Health." 

 

The Nurse Category Day will be on Thursday, June 21, 2012.  The theme is “National 

Prevention Strategy:  Nurses Contributing to the Advancement of the Nation’s 

Health”. 

 

Registration has closed and there will be no on-site registration. 

 

The prescribed uniform for the conference is working uniform (Summer White, Service 

Khaki, Service Dress Blue).  The uniform for the Anchor & Caduceus Dinner on Tuesday 

evening, June 19 is Service Dress Blue. 

 

The agenda for Category Day has been finalized to include interactive round table 

discussions regarding the National Prevention Strategy. 

 

A preconference Session will include a Nursing Skills Lab Training Session on Tuesday, 

June 19 8:30 am – 12:30 pm.  The cost is $25 and registration is available on the COA 

website.  

 

NPAC Mentor Training session will be on Tuesday, June 19 from 10 AM – 11 AM in the 

Stamp Student Union Atrium room.  For reservations contact CDR Claire Karlson at 

claire.karlson@fda.hhs.gov or 301-796-6654           
 

mailto:sorsega@nih.gov
mailto:sarmes@bop.gov
mailto:claire.karlson@fda.hhs.gov
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b. Awards-Subcommittee Update- LCDR Krishnan/CDR Skelton 

The N-PAC Awards Subcommittee supports 10 types of annual nurse awards designed to 

recognize exceptional service by federal, civil service, tribal, and commissioned corps 

nurses.   

 

Two awards the N-PAC Awards subcommittee processes, the Lucille Woodville and Nurse 

Responder of the Year will be presented during Nurse Category at the Symposium next 

week.  

 

The call for nominations for special recognition awards will be opening soon. NPAC voting 

members and subcommittee members are eligible for Special recognition awards such as 

letters and certificates of recognition, USPHS Unit awards, and special assignment awards. 

We are now sending emails to sub-committee co-chairs encouraging them  to pre-plan and 

prepare for nominations.   

 
 

c. Putting together an abstract- NPAC Resource REACH subcommittee- LCDR 

Bevans/LCDR Brooks or representative 

The 118
th

 AMSUS meeting will be 11-16 November 2012 in Phoenix, AZ. There are two 

categories of abstracts for poster presentations that will be considered: Nursing Research 

and Federal Nursing Service.  Nursing Research is targeting studies that are lead by a nurse 

or where a nurse(s) play a role in the research with the team. The Federal Nursing Service 

category focuses on best practices and/projects that help to build evidence for best practice 

in a specific area/specialty.  The scope is Federal nursing; it is not limited to military 

nursing. 

 

The  abstract/poster guidelines are available on the AMSUS meeting web site 

 (http://amsusmeeting.org/general-meeting-information/poster-session-information/) and the 

24th Annual Karen A. Rieder Research / Federal Nursing Posters Session link.  The 

submission deadline has been extended until July 15
th

. 

 

Resources are available for you to learn more about writing an abstract and then developing 

a poster. 

 

1) Tri-service nursing research program has two resources for writing an abstract and 

developing a poster (pod casts): 

 

http://www.usuhs.mil/tsnrp/Training/video.php 

How to Write an Abstract — Commander Dennis Spence 

How to Make a Poster — Commander Dennis Spence 

 

2) From NRD a handout from CDR Krumlauf and Dr. Wallen is  available on the PHS 

Nurse web site (http://phs-nurse.org ) and on the Research REACH subcommittee 

http://amsusmeeting.org/general-meeting-information/poster-session-information/
http://amsusmeeting.org/WordPress/wp-content/uploads/2012/05/Instructions-for-Submssion-for-the-24th-Annual-Karen-A.-Rider-Research-Federal-Nurse-Poster-Session.pdf
http://www.usuhs.mil/tsnrp/Training/video.php
http://phs-nurse.org/
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website (http://phs-nurse.org/resource-reach-sub-committee ). This represents the first 

of the NRD presentation to be posted 

 

Take the opportunity to showcase your work in 2012! 

 

 

VII. Nurse Ideas, Knowledge Innovator Recognition, and Information Sharing – All 

None noted. 

  

VIII. Next Meeting – Friday, July 20, 2012 – Road Show – Substance Abuse Mental Health 

Services Administration (SAMHSA) 
 

   

 

http://phs-nurse.org/resource-reach-sub-committee

