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Outline

Welcome and Introductions
The Surgeon General’s Health Initiatives
Affordable Care Act
Past and Upcoming Nursing Events and 
Activities
Global Health Initiative & WHO Global 
Code of Practice
Chief Nurse Officer Award Presentation
Q&A Session



Surgeon General of the United States 
Vice Admiral Regina M. Benjamin 
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The Surgeon General’s Health 
Priorities

Wellness and Prevention Promotion
Reducing HIV/AIDS
Tobacco Prevention
Eliminating Health Disparities
Reducing Medical Errors
Violence Prevention
– Youth
– Gender
– Workplace
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Affordable Care Act

Title VIII: Nursing Workforce 
Development
Maternal, Infant and Early Childhood 
Home Visiting Program
United States Public Health Service 
Track
New Call to Active Duty (CAD)
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Past and Upcoming Nursing Events 
and Activities
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2010 American Nurses Association 
House of Delegates
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Commissioned Corps (CC) Billet 
Transformation

The new CC billeting system and how 
it will impact nurses in non-traditional 
roles
Benefits of the transformed billets 
system

8



Readiness Status

Are you Basic Ready?
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Federal Public Health Nurse 
Leadership Council Meeting
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The U.S. Government’s Global Health Initiative

“We will not be successful in our efforts to end deaths from AIDS, 
malaria, and tuberculosis unless we do more to improve health 
systems around the world, focus our efforts on child and maternal 
health, and ensure that best practices drive the funding for these 
programs.”—President Obama, May 5, 2009
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• HIV/AIDS: 33.4 million people live with HIV/AIDS globally; in 2008, 2 million people died 
of HIV/AIDS and nearly 3 million were newly infected.

• Child Mortality: Nearly 9 million children die in the developing world every year;     
approximately 2/3 of these deaths are from preventable causes.

• Maternal mortality: 530,000 mothers die in the developing world each year; every minute, a 
woman dies from complications related to pregnancy or childbirth and 20 more suffer injury, 
infection or disease.

• Tuberculosis: 1.8 million people die from TB and 9.4 million people are newly affected each 
year, of which 440,000 TB cases are multi-drug resistant.

• Malaria: 900,000 people die of malaria and 300 million people are newly infected   annually.

• Neglected Tropical Disease (NTDs): 1 billion people are affected by NTDs.

• Unintended Pregnancy: 52 million unintended pregnancies occur annually.

• Under-nutrition: 200 million children under the age of five, and 1 out of 3 women in the 
developing world are suffer from under-nutrition.

Urgent Global Health Needs Remain 
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Global Health Initiative Principles 
• Support country ownership and invest in country-led plans.
• Implement a woman and girl-centered approach – to both improve health 

outcomes for women and recognize that women are central to the health of 
families and communities. 

• Increase impact through strategic coordination and integration – for patients and 
for those involved in providing or paying for services.

• Strengthen and leverage key multilateral organizations, GH partnerships and  
private sector engagement – because improving  health outcomes is a shared 
responsibility.   

• Build sustainability through health systems strengthening.
• Improve metrics, monitoring and evaluation (M&E).
• Promote research and innovation to identify what works.

GHI DOES NOT …
• Establish a separate vertical program for global health;
• Move programs away from a project-based model; or
• Signal shift from existing goals and targets.
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World Health Organization (WHO) 
Global Code of Practice

Adopted by the 63rd World Health Assembly
– On 21 May 2010

Three key points
– Voluntary Nature
– Reflect Individual Rights
– Focus on Health Systems Strengthening

2nd Code in WHO’s history to be adopted
– The 1st Code was the International Code of Marketing of Breast 

Milk Substitutes 
Adopted in 1981
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Chief Nurse Officer Award 
Presentation
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Q & A Session
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Contact Information

Kerry Paige Nesseler, M.S., R.N.
Assistant Surgeon General

Chief Nurse Officer, USPHS
Director, Office of Global Health Affairs
Department of Health and Human Services 

Health Resources and Services Administration
Phone: (301) 443-2741
Fax: (301) 443-2870 

Email: KNesseler@hrsa.gov


