
Nursing Professional Advisory Committee 
U.S. Public Health Service 

 

 

I. Introduction of Members in Attendance 

 

N-PAC Voting Membership 

 

Rank Last Name First Name Agency Term Attendance 

CAPT Gordon Veronica AT LARGE 

NPAC Chair 

Oct 09 – Sep 13 Present 

CDR Fallon Christine BOP Oct 12 – Sep 16 Present 

CDR Knight Nicole BOP Oct 11 – Sep 14 Present 

CDR Armes Shawn BOP Oct 10 – Sep 14 Absent 

CDR Ridenour Marilyn CDC Oct 09 – Sep 13 Present 

CDR  Johnson  Anitra CMS Oct 12 – Sep 16 Present 

LCDR Egwim Linda DHS Oct 11 – Sep 14 Present 

CDR Norberg David DHS Oct 11 – Sep 14 Present 

LCDR Brooks Mary FDA Oct 11 – Sep 15 Present 

CDR Miller Cathy FDA Oct 12 – Sep 16 Present 

CDR Chestnut Wanda HRSA Oct 10 – Sep 13 Excused 

CDR Bartgis Bryen IHS Oct 09 – Sep 13 Present 

CDR  Cook Brenda HIS Oct 12 – Sep 16 Present 

CDR Cross David IHS Oct 11 -  Sep 14 Absent 

LCDR Mather Judith IHS Oct 11 – Sep 15 Present 

LCDR Saligan Leorey NIH Oct 10 – Sep 13 Present 

LCDR Wehrlen Leslie NIH Oct 10 – Sep 13 Present 

LT  Thompson Paula IHS Oct 12 – Sep 16 Present 

CDR Ross Brenda OS/PSC Oct 12 – Sep 16 Present 

CDR Haynes-Battle Josefine SAMHSA Oct 10 – Sep 13 Present 

CDR Lamberson Scott USDOJ/USMS Oct 12 – Sep 16 Present 

Civilian Noe Jerod NIH Oct 12 – Sep 16 N/A 

Civilian Shahidzadeh Rokhsareh FDA Oct 12 – Sep 16 N/A 

Civilian Thompson Geoffrey IHS Oct 12 – Sep 16 N/A 

Civilian Williams Patrice NIH Oct 12 – Sep 16 N/A 

EX-OFFICIO 

RADM Nesseler Kerry HRSA/CNO  Nov 09– Sep 13  Present 

CAPT Orsega Susan NIH/Past Chair Oct 11 – Sep 12 Present 

LT  Wheeler Sherri Executive Sec Elect Oct 13 – Sep 14 Present 

CDR Hunter-

Thomas 
Serina Past Executive 

Secretary 

Oct 11 – Sep 12 Excused 

CAPT Reyes Madelyn Executive Secretary Oct 12 – Sep 13 Present 

LCDR Hardin Joshua Operations Liaison Mar 08 – Sep 11 Excused 

LIASIONS  
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CDR Larkin Sue Liaison, FedNA  N/A 

LCDR Magnotta David Nurse Category CAM  N/A 

CDR Pollard Anita COA Nurse Representative  Present 

CAPT Debisette Annette Nurse Cat. Couns. Prog.  N/A 

CAPT Borden Cheryl Nurse History Co-Chair  Present 

CDR  McGuire Moira Nurse History Co-Chair  N/A 

CDR Waterman Sean David OFRD Rep          Present 

LT Jolley Chandra JOAG Rep  Present 

 

SUBCOMMITTEE CO-CHAIRS 

 

Rank Last Name First Name Subcommittee   Attendance 

CDR 

LCDR 

Skelton 

Stump 

Heather 

Kevin 

Awards Absent 

CDR 

CDR 

Webb 

Krumlauf 

Amy Beth 

Mike 

Communications Present 

CDR 

CDR 

Miller 

Ridenour 

Cathy 

Marilyn 

Career 

Development 

Present 

CDR 

LCDR 

Adams-McLean 

Wehrlen 

Allison 

Leslie 

Events Present 

CDR 

LCDR 

Chamberlain 

Saligan 

Nicole 

Leorey 

Readiness and 

Response  

Present 

LCDR 

LCDR 

Bevans 

Brooks 

Margaret 

Mary 

Resource Reach Present 

CDR 

CDR 

Haynes-Battle 

Bartgis 

Josephine 

Bryen 

Recruitment Present 

 

 

II. Acceptance of Minutes  

 

Pending, awaiting General Meeting Minutes  

 

III. Chief Nurse Officer Report – RADM Kerry Nesseler 

 

Good morning/afternoon everyone!  I am pleased to be here today and able to attend the October 

NPAC meeting.   Welcome to CAPT Veronica Gordon, your NPAC Chair, and CAPT Madelyn 

Reyes, your NPAC Recorder for FY 2013.  They have demonstrated exceptional leadership 

abilities and I have full confidence in them. I know you will offer them your full support, talents, 

and assistance for an upcoming successful year for Nurses.    

 

Congratulations to CAPT Mary Lambert on her retirement after 33 years as a Commissioned 

Officer, serving in two uniformed services, four Federal government departments, the White 

House, a county health department, a public teaching hospital and private industry (a Fortune 500 

company), with assignment/positions in Tennessee, Mississippi, South Carolina, Georgia, 

Maryland, Delaware, DC, Virginia and the Republic of Rwanda.  Join me in saluting her 
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leadership and wishing her all the best with her new position as an Associate Professor at Emory 

University (beginning January 2013), on her future endeavors and ―fair winds and following 

seas‖!  

 

I will soon be sending out the final draft of our 5-year Federal PHS Nursing Strategic Plan for 

your review and comment.   As you may know, it has been developed to align and support the 

Surgeon General’s National Prevention Strategy. The Strategic Plan Implementation Team is 

developing an assessment tool to gather information regarding our current nursing activities and 

programs that support the Strategic Plan’s goals.  When you receive the tool, please take the time 

to complete.   

 

1) Additional Commissioned Corps Update: 

 

DCCPR to manage Compensation and Medical Affairs Branches  

RADM Giberson message:  I’m pleased to announce that, effective 1 October 2012, we will 

incorporate Compensation and Medical Affairs branches into the Division of Commissioned 

Corps Personnel and Readiness (DCCPR).  As you know, these two components are responsible 

for critical Corps functions:  

 Compensation, under the direction of CAPT (Ret) Robert Carolan, is responsible for 

ensuring proper and timely compensation for active duty and retired officers, as well as for 

survivor annuitants. 

  Medical Affairs, under the direction of Mr. Russell Garisto, is responsible for the 

healthcare management of the U.S. Public Health Service (USPHS).  The key services they 

provide include maintaining officer readiness data, granting medical waivers, conducting 

medical review boards for fitness for duty and disability determinations, auditing payments 

for medical care and dental services, supporting retirees and dependents and maintaining 

paper and electronic medical data for all active duty officers of the USPHS. 

 

Both of these components, previously organized under the HHS Program Support Center (PSC), 

will continue to meet their complex missions before and after October 1, and we are working to 

ensure that the transition is seamless.  For the foreseeable future, the contact information for both 

Compensation and Medical Affairs will remain the same, and any updates will, as always, appear 

on the Commissioned Corps Management Information System (CCMIS) site at 

http://ccmis.usphs.gov/ . 

 

Within DCCPR, both Compensation and Medical Affairs will be joining the Assignments and 

Career Management Branch (ACMB). CAPT Eugene Freund is the acting Director of ACMB and 

will be the point of contact at this time.   This realignment is good news and will logically place 

key Corps administrative functions into the same accountable structure in the Office of the 

Surgeon General (OSG). Thus our current DCCPR focus on accountability, process improvement, 

and overall commitment to moving forward will now be implemented across all Corps 

functionality.  We’re all looking forward to welcoming our longstanding partners as ―new‖ 

colleagues in OSG. 

 

RADM Scott Giberson 

http://ccmis.usphs.gov/
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U.S. Assistant Surgeon General 

Director, Commissioned Corps Personnel and Readiness 

 

New Billet Collection System 

As of COB Monday, 22 Oct 2012, the Promotion Information Report will reflect the position title 

and position (billet) grade assigned to you as a result of the transformation to the Direct Access 

Billet System.    Please note, if you are up for promotion in PY2013, please review your new billet 

for accuracy.  Notify your agency liaison in the next three weeks if you find discrepancies.  If you 

are not up for promotion next year, please wait until March 2013 to discuss any issues with your 

liaisons.  An informational message will be coming out from DCCPR soon describing this 

process.    

 

ODU: As you may already know, the ODU is available for purchase.   Policy and directives of 

proper ODU wear have been posted on CCMIS.   Please be aware that you are given up to 1 year 

(31 August 2013) to purchase the new ODU.  

 

Hatch Act during this election season:  Please read and be aware of the specific rules related to 

Federal employees and additional restrictions for officers.  

 

The 140
th

 APHA Annual Meeting will be held Oct 27-31, 2012, in San Francisco, California:  

Theme: ―Prevention and Wellness Across the Life Span‖.  http://www.thenationshealth.org  

The 118
th

 AMSUS Annual Meeting will be held Nov. 10-16, 2012, in Phoenix, Arizona. Theme: 

―Federal Health – Ready..Better Health, Better Care, and Best Value!‖  

http://www.amsus.org/index.php/annual-meeting 

 

IV. N-PAC Chair Report: 

 

CAPT Gordon welcomed the meeting audience to the meeting and wished everyone a Happy Pre-

Columbus Day Weekend.  She introduced the monthly N-PAC Chair Newsletter and recognize 

CAPT Orsega for her leadership for FY12.  CAPT Gordon recognized the Subcommittee 

Leadership for taking the time to meet one on one with her to discuss their projects, initiatives and 

hot items, stating that, ―She learned a lot from those discussions‖. 

 

Discussed the need to fill leadership vacancies within the Subcommittee and that she will continue 

to work with each Subcommittee to fill those positions.  Encouraged subcommittee leaders to call 

upon new voting members for interest and potential opportunity. 

 

Congratulations to CDR Cathy Miller, a new voting member, accepted the Career Development 

Co-Chair position.  Congratulations to CDR Marilyn Ridenour,  elected a N-PAC Chair Elect for 

FY14. 

 

Reported that CAPT Orsega will continue to work with the group to close out FY12 activities such 

as Awards and Promotion Benchmarks. 

 

Introduced the selection of Civilian Nurse voting members to the N-PAC.  Reminded the team 

about COER deadlines and the upcoming ODUs that will replace the current BDUs.  Information 

http://www.thenationshealth.org/
http://www.amsus.org/index.php/annual-meeting
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is posted on the PHS Website and informed the team that LCDR Saligan and his team will keep 

the group informed on any updates regarding the ordering and wear of this new uniform. 

 

News from the PAC Chair Meeting:  The PAC Chair is looking to establish Leadership Training 

for Mid-Level to Senior level Officers and will soliciting support from all of the PAC’s training or 

career development subcommittee and read a notice regarding Permament Promotions: 

 

Senate approval of permanent promotions: 

Up until the recent change pursuant to Senate Bill 679, competitive 

permanent promotions have been approved by the Senate, as required by law. 

42 USC §211(a) is cited below [highlight added for emphasis, when viewed in 

HTML].  It was essentially a formality that took place behind the scenes 

upon initiation in OCCO with routing through the Department and the White 

House to the Senate.  (This is the same process required for all new calls 

to duty into the Regular Corps… Senate List 13, 14, etc. of which you are 

all familiar). 

(a) Permanent or temporary promotions; examination 

Promotions of officers of the Regular Corps to any grade up to and including 

the director grade shall be either permanent promotions based on length of 

service, other permanent promotions to fill vacancies, or temporary 

promotions. Permanent promotions shall be made by the President, by and with 

the advice and consent of the Senate, and temporary promotions shall be made 

by the President. Each permanent promotion shall be to the next higher 

grade, and shall be made only after examination given in accordance with 

regulations of the President. 

The 2010 and 2011 permanent promotion lists have already been confirmed by 

the Senate as of September 22, 2012.  The 2012 promotion list will not need 

Senate confirmation (pursuant to Senate Bill 679) but will still require 

appointment by the President.  It is still largely a formality.  Beginning 

with 2013 permanent promotion orders, the language about Senate confirmation 

will likely be removed entirely because we may need to obtain appointment by 

the President before personnel orders are executed for permanent promotion. 

 

So the statement officers are seeing on the personnel orders is not a cause 

for concern.   

 

 

V. N-PAC Updates and Discussions: 

 

a. Subcommittee Co-Chair and Team Lead Announcements 

 3 New Co-chairs/Voting Members: 

CDR Anitra Johnson (CMS) – Co-chair Awards Subcommittee 

CDR Cathy Miller (FDA) - Co-chair Career Development Subcommittee 

CDR Scott Lamberson (USDOJ/USMS) - Co-Chair Communications Subcommittee 

 

b. FY 13 Voting Members and Executive Secretary Elect Announcements 
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 CDR Christine Fallon (BOP) 

 CDR Brenda Ross (PSC) 

 CDR Brenda Cook (IHS) – lead for Educational Resources 

 LT Paula Thompson (IHS) *submitted a name for an Aide de Camp for Flag Officers for 

AMSUS- today is the last day send name to CAPT Reyes 

 LT Sherri Wheeler – Executive Secretary Elect FY 2014 

c. NPAC Civilian Nurses…………………………………………….CAPT Susan Orsega 

 The 4 new civilian members who have been appointed as N-PAC voting members for the 

civilian 4 year term: 

Mr. Jerod Noe, NIH 

Mr. Geoffrey Thompson, IHS 

Ms. Rokhsareh Shahidzadeh, FDA 

Ms. Patrice Williams- NIH 

 

d. Road shows………………………………………………………..CAPT Gordon 

 February time-frame look at kicking off road shows again.  

 If anyone is interested in having the N-PAC meeting at their facility please send email to 

CAPT Gordon and CAPT Reyes. 

 ADM Nesseler stated if your agency was visited last year, we can come out again to your 

agency. 

e. NRD Update…………………………………………….LCDR Wehrlen and CDR Allison-

McLean 

Events Sub-Committee -LCDR Leslie Wehrlen 

 22
nd

 Annual USPHS Nursing Recognition Day will take place on Friday, May 3, 2013 at 

the Natcher Conference Center. The format will be similar to the 2012 event which will 

include speakers, posters and breakout sessions for attendees. The subcommittee is in the 

planning phases now working on the agenda and selecting speakers. The call for poster 

abstracts will go out in January 2013. More to come stay tuned. 

 The events on the NPAC website is in the process of being updated for 2013 events 

 Esprit de Corps- have opportunities to get involved are available—please contact or CDR 

Laurie Bernato (Dolores.Bernato@fda.hhs.gov) if you’re interested in working with them.  

 

2013 Nurse Category Day Planning Committee Report- CDR Nicole Knight 

 USPHS Scientific & Training Symposium will be held May 20-23, 2013, Glendale, AZ  

 Nurse Category Day will be held on May 23, 2012  

 Overall conference theme is: Public Health Prevention and Care: Bridging the Gaps  

Nurse category day theme is: Public Health Nurses Leading in Prevention and Care Through 

Evidence-Based Practice 

 Planning team is currently working on agenda 

 

mailto:Dolores.Bernato@fda.hhs.gov
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 ADM Nesseler mentioned that it was Case Management Week. CAPT Belsito echoed they 

are celebrating case managers across the country and their accomplishments.  

 

f. OBC Updates 

Mentoring WG began attending OBC in JAN 2012 

 129 Nurse Officers have come through OBC.  

 Every Month there are Volunteer Nurse Officers who attend from 1730-1900. 

 Officers are welcomed to the USPHS, informed about the Mentoring Committee. 

 Nurse Coins, and other items are displayed for Espirit D' Corps items. 

 Mentoring referral process is explained.  

 We have begun to let them know who their Regional Mentor is who will be assigning the 

Mentors for follow up. 

 Nurses have been very receptive and excited to have us there to greet them.  

 Most are from HIS, BOP, ICE, but some are assigned locally.  

 Inter-service transfers look forward to this as the transition from DoD, to USPHS is 

something that is a change for them, regarding Career, Officership. 

 We refer them to Nursing List serve and have on one occasion signed them up right there 

to the list serve. 

 It is a great opportunity and the Officers seem to like having a group of us there to 

welcome them and let them know we are here to assist them through the first 6 months or a 

year of being in the USPHS. 

 

VI. Roundtable Discussion:  

 CAPT Gordon thanked all co-chairs for meeting with her one-on-one to discuss 

subcommittee hot issues and initiatives. Learned that there were vacancies within the 

subcommittees but they have been filled which are the co-chair positions. But there are still 

some team lead positions that are still vacant. There are a few voting members that do not 

have positions (i.e. LCDR Egwim, LT Thompson, CDR Fallon, CDR Ross in addition to 

the four civilian nurses). Voting members should ask about leadership positions in the 

subcommittees but it is up to subcommittees to get their positions filled. 

 Nurse retreat will be held in January
 
– initially locked on two dates 18 January (before 

MLK holiday) or 25 January which is a Friday. Question- When is the inauguration? 

Answer – January 20
th

, 2013 OPM.gov website, January 21
st
 is a legal holiday. CAPT 

Reyes took vote of voting members only for 25 January due to inauguration on January 

20th. Quorum not reached during meeting. 12 yes votes but needed 13 for a quorum. 

Follow-up with an email vote for the January 25
th

 date for those not on the call today. 

 LCDR Stephen Link- commented on CAPT Belsito’s report on the OBC report- Nurse 

Corps best represented of all PACs to greet the new Officer Corps members. It makes a 

difference- nurses that have come to FDA from the OBC and attended the Open House 

have stated that they have appreciated the time and getting to put a face and name together 

with a contact.  CDR Miller- new nurses have commented on the mentoring program. 

 CDR Brenda Ross (FOH) has volunteered for the 1
st
 road show in February 

 November’s N-PAC meeting will be via telecom only 
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 CAPT Gordon- please submit annual report if not already done so- per CAPT Orsega all 

subcommittee reports have already been submitted.  

 CAPT Gordon asked about the CV Format- How far with it being completed? CDR 

Ridenour/CAPT Belsito- to be completed by the end of next week- no big changes. 

 Question for ADM Nesseler- any word on moving ahead with billet transformation in the 

OPF- planning to have it released to PIR by October 22
nd

, new billets to be posted at that 

time. If you are up for promotion in 2013 either permanent or temporary you have 3 weeks 

to go to agency liaison if you have a problem or error in your billet. If you are not up for 

promotion please wait until March 2013.  Would like to correct Officers who are up for 

promotion. If your billet remains the same or has been elevated it will appear on your OPF 

and promotion boards will see it. If your billet has decreased it will not be posted on your 

personnel orders and the promotion boards will not see it for 2 years. The 2 years starts 

from the time the billet goes into the system.  

 Question- Where do you go in direct access for Billet Information – Answer: SG PAC 

meeting they stated there were some glitches in Direct Access and were working on it 

before putting out memo Commissioned Corps wide. 

 CAPT Gordon closed meeting at 1424 

 

VII. N-PAC Chair Closing Remarks: CAPT Veronica Gordon 

 

 

VIII. Next General N-PAC Meeting – Wednesday, November 14, 2012 – via Telecon 
 


