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I. Introduction of Members in Attendance 

 

N-PAC Voting Membership 

Rank Last Name First Name Agency Term Attendance 

CAPT Gordon Veronica 
AT LARGE 

NPAC Chair 
Oct 09 – Sep 13 Present 

CDR Fallon Christine BOP Oct 12 – Sep 16 Present 

CDR Knight Nicole BOP Oct 11 – Sep 14 Present 

CDR Armes Shawn BOP Oct 10 – Sep 14 Present 

CDR Ridenour Marilyn CDC Oct 09 – Sep 13 
Excused/Alt

Present 

CDR  Johnson  Anitra CMS Oct 12 – Sep 16 Present 

LCDR Egwim Linda DHS Oct 11 – Sep 14 Present 

LCDR Brooks Mary FDA Oct 11 – Sep 15 Present 

CDR Miller Cathy FDA Oct 12 – Sep 16 Present 

CDR Chestnut Wanda HRSA Oct 10 – Sep 13 Absent 

CDR Bartgis Bryen IHS Oct 09 – Sep 13 Present 

CDR  Cook Brenda HIS Oct 12 – Sep 16 Absent 

CDR Cross David IHS Oct 11 -  Sep 14 Absent 

LCDR Mather Judith IHS Oct 11 – Sep 15 Absent 

LCDR Saligan Leorey NIH Oct 10 – Sep 13 Present 

LCDR Wehrlen Leslie NIH Oct 10 – Sep 13 Present 

LT  Thompson Paula IHS Oct 12 – Sep 16 Present 

CDR Ross Brenda OS/PSC Oct 12 – Sep 16 Present 

CDR Haynes-Battle Josefine SAMHSA Oct 10 – Sep 13 Present 

CDR Lamberson Scott USDOJ/USMS Oct 12 – Sep 16 Present 

Civilian Noe Jerod NIH Oct 12 – Sep 16 Present 

Civilian Shahidzadeh Rokhsareh FDA Oct 12 – Sep 16 Absent 

Civilian Thompson Geoffrey IHS Oct 12 – Sep 16 Absent 

Civilian Williams Patrice NIH Oct 12 – Sep 16 Present 

EX-OFFICIO 

RADM Nesseler Kerry HRSA/CNO  Nov 09– Sep 13  Present 

CAPT Orsega Susan NIH/Past Chair Oct 11 – Sep 12 Excused 

LT  Wheeler Sherri Executive Sec Elect Oct 13 – Sep 14 Present 

CDR 
Hunter-

Thomas 
Serina 

Past Executive 

Secretary 
Oct 11 – Sep 12 Excused 

CAPT Reyes Madelyn Executive Secretary Oct 12 – Sep 13 Present 

LCDR Hardin Joshua Operations Liaison Mar 08 – Sep 11 Absent 

LIASIONS 

CDR Larkin Sue Liaison, FedNA  N/A 
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LCDR Magnotta David Nurse Category CAM  N/A 

CDR Pollard Anita COA Nurse Representative  Excused 

CAPT Debisette Annette Nurse Cat. Couns. Prog.  N/A 

CAPT Borden Cheryl Nurse History Co-Chair  Present 

CDR  McGuire Moira Nurse History Co-Chair  N/A 

CDR Waterman Sean David OFRD Rep  N/A 

LT Jolley Chandra JOAG Rep  Present 

 

SUBCOMMITTEE CO-CHAIRS 

Rank Last Name First Name Subcommittee   Attendance 

LT 

LCDR 

Thompson 

Egwim 

Paula 

Linda 
Awards Present 

CDR 

CDR 

Lamberson 

Krumlauf 

Scott 

Mike 
Communication Present 

CDR 

CDR 

Miller 

Ridenour 

Cathy 

Marilyn 

Career 

Development 
Present 

CDR 

LCDR 

Adams-McLean 

Wehrlen 

Allison 

Leslie 
Events Present 

CDR 

LCDR 

Chamberlain 

Saligan 

Nicole 

Leorey 

Readiness and 

Response  
Present 

LCDR 

LCDR 

Bevans 

Brooks 

Margaret 

Mary 
Resource Reach Present 

CDR 

CDR 

Haynes-Battle 

Bartgis 

Josephine 

Bryen 
Recruitment Present 

 

 

II. Acceptance of Minutes 

 No motion was presented to accept the Nurse Professional Advisory Committee (N-PAC) 

meeting minutes for this month.  
 

III. Chief Nurse Officer Report – RADM Kerry Nesseler 

 In light of the recent tragedy in Boston, the USPHS has deployed a Mental Health Team to 

provide counseling and mental health services to 1
st
 responders and community members.  

 HHS has set up a disaster distress helpline, please call or refer those in need to 1-800-985-

5990 or text “Talk with us” to 66746 for help. 

 SAMSHA has resources online for the public and professionals that have tips and 

references for response to mass disasters. 

 Thank you to IHS for hosting the NPAC road show this month. 

 Women’s Advisory Committee is getting ready to issue their report soon, included will be 

women and: workforce issues, uniforms, breast feeding, etc. 

 There is a team working on creating an NPAC newsletter that will combine CNO 

email/updates and NPAC chair newsletter and info from the different subcommittees…and 

should be out the 1
st
 week of May 2013. 

 NRD is just around the corner: Registration is open for the 22
nd

 Annual Nursing 

Recognition Day which will be held on Friday, May 3, 2013 at the National Institute of 
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Health Campus, Natcher Conference Center, Bldg 45, Bethesda MD. The theme for this 

year’s conference is: Embracing Diversity: Limitless Possibilities in Nursing Date  

Registration is free and can be done online by no later than 4/26/2013 by 

visiting  http://phs-nurse.org/nrd2013. Please note that up to 3.5 continuing education 

hours (CEU) will be available for RN attendees. IMPORTANT: If you are receiving 

funding from your agency to attend please contact your chief nurse of your agency or 

ADM Nesseler’s office to disclose the amount of funding you are receiving. Given the new 

rules with sequestration and budget issues, we need to account for federal funds that are 

being used to fund nurses attending this conference. If we exceed $20K, there are 

additional levels of approvals required for the meeting. We appreciate your help to stay in 

compliance with new rules. 

 Nurse’s week is fast approaching, May 6-12, 2013. ANA’s theme for nurse’s week is 

Delivering Quality and Innovation in Patient Care. 

 New call to active duties will start as of June 1, 2013, however they are not accepting new 

applications at this time as they are still reviewing their processes, an announcement will 

be shared as soon as this happens. 

 The MOU for the VA is nearly complete but it will be very limited and will likely only be 

for mental health providers. 

 

IV. N-PAC Chair Report: 

 

 The NPAC Operational Officer Liaison duties are transition to the NPAC Executive 

Secretary given rules for federal employees and fund/treasury management. 

 Opening for DHS voting member position deadline is April 21
st
 to begin their term on May 

1
st
, 2013. This is replacing CDR Norberg’s position.  

 Reminder that due to Nursing Recognition Day on May 3
rd

 and USPHS Scientific and 

Training Symposium during the month of May there will be no NPAC General Meeting 

and will resume again June. 

 

V. Roadshow presentation: IHS Roadshow: “Indian Health Service Crosswalk: Federal PHS 

Nurse Strategic Plan” presented by CAPT Celissa Stephens, CAPT Carolyn Aoyama, and 

CAPT Tina Tah  (insert power point link) 

 Comments/Questions regarding the presentation:  

o ADM Nesseler thanked the presenters for an excellent presentation.  

o Question-How do CMS/Medicare measures affect Indian Health Service? Answer- 

National HIMSS-Hospital Consortium to address overlapping measures with 

CMS/Medicare measures. 

o CEU slide was included to offer free CEUs (0.5) which is offered as part of the Lunch-

n-Learn Presentation and reason why slide was incorporated into the presentation. 

o CAPT Gordon thanked CAPT Celissa Stephens and RADM Nesseler for her 

comments. 

 

 

VI. N-PAC Updates and Discussions: 

 

http://phs-nurse.org/nrd2013
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 Career Development- CDR Marilyn Ridenour and CDR Cathy Miller 

 

A. Continuing Education Resource Project Team:  CDR Brenda Cook 

Activities: 

 CAPT Gordon has approved the links we submitted 

 Continue to collaborate with the Readiness and Response Subcommittee regarding 

links with a readiness and response focus 

 The Readiness and Response Subcommittee suggested that we place our combined 

links multiple places for easy access for all: main NPAC webpage, Readiness and 

Response webpage, and on the Career Development Subcommittee webpage. 

 Will seek input from the Career Development Subcommittee and the 

Communication Subcommittee on the above proposed action 

 Links will be posted on eResource 

B. Mentoring Project:  CDR Claire Karlson and CDR Sherry Secrist 

Activities:  

 Currently we have 74 approved mentors and 24 new mentor applications, for a total 

of 98 mentors/applicants. We will continue to accept applications until we reach 

our goal of 100 mentors.  If anyone is interested in becoming a mentor, please 

contact our group. 

 CDR Secrist provided the new mentor applications to CDR Karlson who reviewed 

them and submitted to the Career Development Sub-Committee Co-Leads, who 

will then forward to the NPAC for review/approval.  

 OBC: CDR Karlson provided a roster of OBC nurse officers who attended the 

March OBC.  CDR Karlson provided the roster to RMCs for mentor 

assignments.  CDR Miller asked whether the OBC lists can be monitored to ensure 

equal assignment distribution throughout the regions or to monitor assignments so 

that one region is not overloaded.  CDR Karlson provided a reassignment to Region 

2 from Region 6, and will be sending reassignments of Region 4 to Region10. 

CDRs Karlson and Secrist will coordinate to record a mentor training session. 

 Continuing Education from RMCs will be suggested to the CD Continuing 

Education Committee 

 The Mentoring Group want to provide education at our meetings on: award writing, 

Billets in regards to the benchmark; Promotion items look at by the Board. 

 Distribution of mentors was discussed to even out the workload. 

 Term of RMC/Mentors was discussed. CDR Karlson sent out a request for the 

RMC term. So far the suggestion is 4 year term rather than 3 year. 

 AOL account is coordinated by CDR Melissa Robb, and is going very smoothly. 

One mentor this past month was requested for the AOL site. 

 Tip of the Month: Currently no tip pending approval.  CDR Secrist will check 

status for next tip.  CAPT Schneider did a PCS to California, San Diego and will 

start again. 

 10 Regional Mentors Coordinators: Each Regional Mentor Coordinator has 5-7 

mentors assigned.  

o  Region 1 – LCDR Janice Arceneaux, CMS 
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o Region 2 – CDR James Blankenship, TMA 

o Region 3 – CAPT Lori Hanton, DHS 

o Region 4 – CDR Cathy A. Miller, FDA rotating out Sept.2013. Looking for 

replacement from mentors 
o Region 5 – CDR James Pappas, IHSC 

o Region 6 – CDR Deborah Schneider, IHSC 

o Region 7 – CDR Jill Eich, OS rotating off as soon as possible. Looking for 

replacement 
o Region 8 – CAPT Amy Anderson, FDA 

o Region 9- CDR Janet Mehring, IHS 

o Region 10 – CDR Deanna Casiano, DOD 

 

C. Webpage Project:  CDR Nicole Knight (Deferred) – No updates at this time 

D. Nursing Spotlight:  LCDR Janice Arcenaux  

Objective: The team is working on a project that will spotlight DHHS Nurses.     

Activities:  

 RN Spotlight-brief bio 150 words minimum due to limited space. 

 Next call for Nominees will be in July 2013. 

 

 Events- LCDR Leslie Wehrlen and CDR Allison Adams-McLean 
o 227 nurses are currently registered to attend. 
o Registration is open until 4/26/2013 for the 22

nd
 Annual Nursing Recognition Day will be held 

on Friday, May 3, 2013 at the National Institute of Health Campus, Natcher Conference 

Center, Bldg 45, Bethesda MD.  
o The theme for this year’s conference is: Embracing Diversity: Limitless Possibilities in Nursing  
o Dr. Christine Grady our keynote speaker will present “Collaboration & Resourcefulness: 

Thinking Outside the Box” 
o We have lots of exciting plans for the day including invited speakers, abstract poster 

presentations from more than 20 nurses, breakout sessions to tailor your experience, awards 

presentations and publication award recipient presentations 
o This event is open to all interested nurses who work in the federal and nonfederal nurses 

(civilian, tribal, commissioned corps, state and local health care systems, and nursing students) 

are welcome!  
o Please note that continuing education credits (CEU) will be available for RN attendees and we 

anticipate nurses can earn up to 3.5 CEs 
o Help us get the word out…feel free to forward this information to a friend! 

 
 

 Awards- LCDR Linda Egwim and LT Paula Thompson 

o The awards subcommittee has completed all the awards.  

o The Lucille Woodward, publication, MANE, and Nurse Responder of the Year winners 

and non-winners have been notified.   

o We are in the process of buying the plaques and identifying officers that are able to 

attend either the NRD or COA to personally receive the awards. In the event officers 

are unable to attend, arrangement has been made to mail the awards. 

o We are getting ready for the Special Recognition Awards in June.  
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o We are seeking volunteers as award reviewers. We have 8 positions open. Interested 

officers may contact the Awards Subcommittee Co-Chair at: 

Linda.egwim@phs.dhs.gov or Paula.thompson@ihs.gov 

 

 COA Nurse Representative- CDR Anita Pollard 

o No updates 

 

 COA/COF Nurse Category Day- CDR Anitra Johnson and CDR Nicole Knight 

o Standard Registration for the USPHS Scientific & Training Symposium is available on 

the website until May 7, 2013.  After May 7, 2013, registration will be available onsite. 

o There are currently 115 nurses registered to attend the conference 

o The theme for Nurse Category Day is "Public Health Nurses Leading in Prevention and 

Care through Evidence-Based Practice" 

o The agenda is finalized and will include speakers from the areas of leadership, 

administration, academia, and clinical.  

o Career Counseling will be held on Wednesday, May 22, 2013 1245-1445 

o There is an opportunity for junior officers who are attending the conference to serve as 

Aide de Camp.  Listserv announcement forth coming. 

o The Nurses and Pharmacists are joining together for an evening of networking and 

socialization in Paradise at Margaretville.  

 Esprit de Corps- LCDR Sara Anderson and LCDR Gia Lawrence 

o We were introduced today by CAPT Gordon as the new Co-Chairs for the Esprit de 

Corps Sub-committee. CAPT Gordon did ask whether LCDR Anderson and I knew 

how many members there were on our team and we think 2 but not sure. We will have 

our first transition meeting with CDR Bernato on Friday and can confirm then. We 

were also advised to let CAPT Gordon know if we needed assistance with obtaining 

extra committee members. 
 

VII. Roundtable Discussion:  

 

 There is a new walking campaign starting soon and is hosted by the Office of the Surgeon 

General—called “Fed Stride” and will  start monthly walks beginning on 4/24/2013 from 

12-1pm starting at the Humphrey Building in DC—please plan on joining if you’re able. 

 

VIII. N-PAC Chair Closing Remarks: CAPT Veronica Gordon 

 NPAC Business meeting is on June 7th for voting members and ex-officio members. 

 Next NPAC General Meeting will be hosted by NIH on June 19th. 

 RADM Nesseler thanked CAPT Celissa Stephens for hosting today’s roadshow. 

 

IX. Next General N-PAC Meeting – June 19, 
 
2013  

mailto:Linda.egwim@phs.dhs.gov
http://ihs.gov/

